THE GOLDEN LOTUS
front court, Wang Ching, Tai An and Ch'in T'ung were
drinking.
When Hu Hsiu heard Han Tao-kuo coming he hurriedly
lay down again on his mattress and pretended to be asleep.
His master came into the room with a light. There the boy
was, snoring. Han Tao-kuo kicked him. "Get up at once, yov^;
rascal," he said. *'I thought you were at the shop. You have
no business here. You can find a place to sleep there. Get
up and come with me," Hu Hsiu got up, rubbed his eyes,
and went to the shop with Han Tao-kuo.
Hsi-men Ch'ing and Porphyry enjoyed the pleasures of
love for a long time. He burned the woman in three places,
at the pit df the stomach, on the mount of Venus, and on the
tail bone. Then she got up, dressed herself, and called her
maid to bring water that she might wash her hands. Fresh
wine was heated; food was brought, and they talked together.
After drinking a few cups of wine, Hsi-m6n Ch'ing mounted
his horse and went away with the three boys, Tai An, Wang
Ching and Ch'in T'ung. It was the second night-watch when
they reached home.
He went to see the Lady of the Vase. She was lying on her
bed. She noticed that Hsi-m£n Ch'ing had been drinking and
asked where he had been.
"Han T^o-kuo invited me to go to his place. He wished
to express his sympathy in the loss of our child. There was a
young woman named ShSn there. She sings very well, certainly
more sweetly than Miss Yii, and I am going to send for her
at the festival. She shall sing for you. I know how melancholy
you have been, but now you must not think about the baby
any longer."
He was going to tell Welcome Spring to take his clothes
and make ready to go to bed with the Lady of the Vase. "No,"
she said, "I am still unwell and the maid is making some
medicine for me at this moment. Won't you go and sleep
with someone else? You must have seen how ill I have been
looking lately. There is hardly any breath left in my body.
You will take no more pleasure with me."
"My dearest one," Hsi-mfin said, "I love you too dearly
ever to forsake you. I want to stay with you."
The Lady of the Vase looked at him and smiled. "Who

